JOURNAL OF ARNOLD BENNETT
I received a letter from General Martin, chief Military Repre-
sentative for Essex Emergency Committee in case of invasion,
this morning, asking me to give him a few more copies of the
Tendring Division Instructions, drawn up by me, to be used as
a guide for other divisions. This shows that instructions have
not yet been issued in some divisions. I thought ours were
very late, seeing that the W.O. instructions were revised over
six months ago. Also it seems strange that the W.O. should
depend on the chance of the instructions in one division being
competently drawn up, for the example of other divisions. You
would have thought that the Central Emergency Committee
would have drawn up a model set of instructions. However,
the incident shows that literary merit is appreciated, even in
military circles.
Friday, March 24th.
London yesterday. Pamela McKenna handed over a book
which Birrell had given me hi exchange for "The Golden
Remains of the Ever Memorable John Hales "/ which he bought
from me about 24 years ago when I was doing a few experiments
in bookselling — and never paid for.
On Wednesday night a Welsh vet. officer came here to sleep.
60. Very provincial and polite and talkative. All about
Lloyd George and N. Wales and Stanley Weyman. Just like
middle-class provincials in Potteries, except for accent. Speak-
ing of billeting in Manningtree, he said that billetees had to
cook for soldiers, while not finding the food. " Now, many of
them didn't like it," he said with sympathy and conviction, as
middle class speaking of and understanding middle class. It
was absolute Five Towns. No member of upper middle class
would have said it like that. A member of upper middle class
might have laughed, or said it indulgently, or said it compre-
hendingly, but not with the same unconscious sympathy.
Saturday, A$ril xst.
To-day I began on construction of " Carlotta " play for Doris
Keane.
Last night about 8.45 we heard a rattling of windows, denoting
distant explosions.   We at once thought of Zeppelins.
1 John Hales was a theological and controversial writer whose " Golden
Remains " was published in 1659.
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